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From the President’s Desk

Dear Friends and Supporters,

   As we come to the close of another remarkable year, I want to take a

moment to reflect on what your support has made possible for Pacific

Northwest Search and Rescue. This year has been one of growth, renewal,

and major milestones, further enabling our ability to respond when our

community needs us most. So far, we’ve had 91 mission periods this year,

with almost a third being in service to other counties in our region!

  I’m excited to share that we have officially launched our year-end

fundraising campaign through the Willamette Week’s Give!Guide, which

you’ll read more about in later in this newsletter. This annual effort has

already become a vital part of sustaining our mission and preparing our

volunteers for the unpredictable challenges of the Columbia River Gorge

and beyond. Every contribution, large or small, directly supports the training,

equipment, and readiness of our dedicated volunteers. If you’re able, I hope

you’ll join us in fueling this life-saving work.

   This year, we also marked the completion of two major projects that will

have a lasting impact on rescue operations in Hood River County:

• Our new Command Vehicle is now fully operational!

This mobile command center significantly improves our ability to coordinate

missions, manage communications, and support teams in the field. It will be

a critical asset during small, quick callouts as well as complex incidents and

large-scale searches where organization and coordination are essential.

• Our new Rescue Boat spent its first summer serving 

the wind & water community.

With the Gorge’s swift currents, high winds, fluctuating water temperatures,

and increasing river activity, this purpose built rescue boat gives our team

the agility and safety needed to respond quickly and effectively to

emergencies on the water. Additionally, with its improved side-scan sonar, it

represents a major enhancement to our capabilities on the Columbia River

   These accomplishments underscore what we already know: search and

rescue is a group effort. We are so grateful to be part of a community where

people look out for one another, and your support is what empowers our

volunteers to step forward in moments of crisis.

   As we enter the final weeks of the Give!Guide campaign, I want to

personally thank you. Your generosity, encouragement, and trust in our

Team make all of this possible. Together, we’re building a stronger, safer

future for everyone who lives, works, and explores this incredible place we

call home.

                    With gratitude,    
     

Jeff Tinnin    
 President,    

Pacific Northwest Search and Rescue    
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“Your agency’s contriburion exemplified the core principles of

service, coordination, and commitment.

 – Mutual aid county sheriff’s office

“It's organizations such as this, that give me

hope for our country and our world's future.

Thank you so very much and keep doing the

great work that you do. I'll forever be a fan.”

 – Family member of rescued subject

“Your organization rescued my brother, cousin, and I this past

weekend. I just wanted to express my immense gratitude to

the crew that came to the Timberline trail to get us out safely

and back into the loving arms of our families.”

 – Family member of rescued subject

“Thank you and your team for the work you put in [...]

That was a very tough pack out and we needed all the

help we could get. Your team came at the perfect time

and worked seamlessly with ours, and it was a great

team effort.”

 – Mutual aid SAR team
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As of early December, PNWSAR

has completed 91 assignments

in 2025. From marine patrols on

the Columbia River, to search-

ing for lost hikers on Mt. Hood,

to removing litter and debris

from Multnomah Falls, PNW-

SAR teams provide versatile

capabilities in all types of

weather and terrain. Working

across Oregon and southwest

Washington, we are proud to

serve the diverse needs of the

outdoor community in the

Pacific Northwest. 

Total # of 

Callouts &

Patrols: 91 

Rope Support 

Team (RST) 

Missions: 12 

Drone Support 

Team (DST) 

Missions: 11 

Trail Running 

Team (TRT) 

Missions: 6 

Total # of team

hours spent in

the field: 636

Swiftwater &

 Marine (H20)

Missions: 25 

Total # of

training op

periods : 123

PNWSAR has 75+ active

members and maintains a

contingent of volunteers

and specialty teams ready

to respond emergency

situations — 24 hours a

day, 365 days a year. 
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2025 YEAR-END 
RESCUE SUMMARY

2025 - BY THE NUMBERS:

MT. ADAMS
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Mutual Aid for Fallen Hiker 
at Ainsworth State Park

Nov 27th, 2025
Duration: 6h, 30m

Attendees: 10
    Around 5:00 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day,

PNWSAR received a mutual aid callout

from Multnomah County to assist a hiker

in distress at Ainsworth State Park. The

hiker reportedly fell near the bank of the

Columbia River, sustaining multiple and

significant injuries. Rescue teams arrived

quickly on scene, established a base at

the park, and deployed into the field as the

sun set.

  Rope Support Team technicians were

among the PNWSAR team members de-

ployed, providing the ability to assess if a

technical rescue was required. The subject

was located, assessed for injury, and

packaged into a litter for transport back to

base. The subject was then handed off to

ambulance personnel for further treatment

and transport to hospital definitive care.

PNWSAR was pleased to respond to the

callout and assist our friends in Mult-

nomah County to help affect a positive

outcome for the injured party. Even on one

of the busiest holidays of the year, and

through inclement weather, Pacific North-

west Search and Rescue volunteers stand

ready to head out into the field when we

hear the call. 

Injured Hiker at Eagle Creek

July 5th, 2025
Duration: 10h, 45m 

Attendees: 24
   Late in the morning on July 5th,

PNWSAR received a callout for a injured

hiker at Eagle Creek in our home territory

of Hood River County. The subject was

reportedly about a mile up from the

trailhead when he fell off the trail. Team

members from PNWSAR on their way to a

Columbia River marine patrol were already

close by, and were able to be on-scene

within minutes of receiving the callout. 

       After establishing a base of operations,

PNWSAR Rope Support Team members

along with members of the Crag Rats were  

deployed into the field. Navigating the

substantial warm-weather crowds, other

PNWSAR teams were close behind,

carrying vital medical supplies and tech-

nical equipment specially designed for  

steep, slippery trails like Eagle Creek.

Teams quickly assessed the area and set

up the  technical rescue equipment needed

to get the subject back on-trail. From

there, the subject was transported by litter

and returned to the trailhead where an

ambu-lance was on-scene, ready to

transport him back to hospital definitive

care. Through the combined efforts of The

US Forest Service, Hood River County

Sheriff’s Offi-ce, Crag Rats, and PNWSAR,

rescue teams were able to bring another

mission to a successful close at our team’s

busiest location for aid requests. 

Missing Hunter Near Estacada

November 1st-16th, 2025
Duration: 116h (Total)
Attendees: 108 (Total)

   Early in the morning on November 1st,

PNWSAR received a Clackamas County

mutual aid call for a hunter who had left on

a solo hunt but did not return as expected.

PNWSAR was one of many organizations

called to assist for this search, providing

technical expertise for ropes rescue and

drone support in addition to ground search

teams. As PNWSAR members arrived on-

scene, teams were assigned and deployed

into the field joining the in-progress search. 

   SAR crews were unable to locate the

missing individual on the first day, and so

callouts continued for the next 6 days,

through November 7th. After nearly a week

of searching incredibly difficult terrain

(much of it burnt by the 2020 wildfires), law

enforcement decided to suspend the

search. Days later, other community volun-

teers located a possible location for the

subject. PNWSAR teams were again de-

ployed on November 16th and played a key

role in the recovery effort. While our team

always hopes for a positive outcome and to

return our subjects home safe, we are

grateful to help bring closure to the family

of missing individuals. Additionally, col-

laborating with more than a dozen SAR and

support teams from all around the state

provided our organization invaluable ex-

perience for carrying out multi-agency

operations. 

RESCUE HIGHLIGHTS



THANK YOU TO

OUR PARTNERS 

Annual Multnomah Falls Cleanup

THANK YOU TO THESE EMPLOYERS FOR THEIR 

FLEXIBILITY AND SUPPORT OF OUR VOLUNTEERS:

Autodesk

Cascade Trenchless

Consulting

Columbia Gorge Family

Medicine

Columbia Sportswear

Company

Curve Networks

Evolving Innovation

FlightSafety International 

Good Trip Adventures

Icicle Tricycles

Kinship Partners Inc

KMHD

Lam Research

Lanternfish Press

Legacy Health

Nordic

OHSU

Oregon Department of 

       Human Services - Child Welfare

Oregon Department of Justice

PLEXSYS

Sig Sauer

Trails Diverged

Verisk Analytics

(TBD)

MAR
Reel Rock Film Festival

https://reelrocktour.com/pages/tour-calendar

APR
23-25

Banff Mountain Film Fest

https://awloutdoors.org/banff

IN THE COMMUNITY

 • The Sheriff’s Offices of Hood River County, Washington County, Wasco County, Clackamas County, and Multnomah County.

• Port of Hood River, Cascade Locks Fire Dept., U.S Forest Service, Columbia Gorge Wind and Water Association, 

Mt. Hood SAR Council, Oregon Dept. of Emergency Management, Multnomah County Search and Rescue, Mountain Wave,

Washington County Search and Rescue, Portland Mountain Rescue, Clackamas County Search and Rescue, Crag Rats. 

Come say hello to PNWSAR at 

one of our upcoming tabling events:

https://reelrocktour.com/pages/tour-calendar
https://omsi.edu/events/omsi-after-dark-survival-guide/
https://awloutdoors.org/banff


MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS 

When did you join the team?

I joined as part of the 2019 cohort and was patched that

November.

What is your day job?

I am a Cost Estimator for PGE. In essence, I figure out

what it will cost to maintain or build new infrastructure.

What is your favorite part of being a PNWSAR team

member?

A sense of community with like-minded people that want

to do good in the world. With PNWSAR, individuals truly

have the ability to effect change and help drive the growth

and development of the team.

How has SAR changed since you started?

For PNWSAR, we have had so many changes in the past

few years. A couple of the bigger changes: our Area of

Responsibility moved from Clackamas to Hood River

County, and we significantly expanded our capabilities

with the H2O and Trail Clearing teams, while also growing

the Trail Running and Drone Support teams. I believe that

PNWSAR has matured over the past few years, and I am

proud to have been a part of it.

How has being with PNWSAR changed you?

I have taken more leadership roles. I have always been

happy as an individual contributor, but with PNWSAR I

have taken on more responsibilities with the H2O

committee and becoming a member of the Board of

Directors. I’m still quite happy to be more toward the

sideline and con-tributing as needed – you won’t find me

running for President anytime soon. 

Long-time Member: Mike Hilbrandt
Has served as: EMS Committee Member, Mountain
Bike Team Member, H20/Swiftwater Committee
Member, Trail Clearing Team Founder, Board Member

What are some of the most memorable moments in your

time with PNWSAR?

First and foremost, the support I received from the team

after I was the victim of a shooting incident in 2020. It’s also

easy to say the epic or back-to-back missions, but beyond

those, the campouts and night trainings have a special

place in my heart. 

Favorite trail snack?

Frosted blueberry Pop-Tarts or Starbust.



Interested in Joining PNWSAR?

Contact our recruiting coordinator at

recruitment@pnwsar.org or visit

pnwsar.org for more information.

When did you join the team?

I became a prospective team member in February of 2024.

What is your day job?

I’m a Firefighter Paramedic at a local Fire Department.

What is your background with outdoor recreation 

and emergency response?

Prior to joining this organization, my background in outdoor

recreation was that of hiking and minor backpacking trips.

Regarding emergency response, I have been in Emergency

Medical Services (EMS) for a total of four years. Two years

as an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT-B) and two

years as a Paramedic. I spent three years transporting via a

private ambulance service, and am now an active para-

medic on a fire engine or rescue ambulance.

How did you hear about / connect with PNWSAR?

I had always wanted to be a member of a SAR team, and

when I moved to Oregon in 2021 I found the organization

through some internet research.

What are you most looking forward to being a member of

PNWSAR?

I am looking forward to continuing to challenge myself

through different missions and training scenarios. I would

like to join one of our specialty teams moving forward so

that I not only learn a new set of skills, but become a more

qualified asset to the team during our missions.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS 
New Member: Veronica Smeltzer

What is your favorite part of being a PNWSAR team

member? 

My favorite part of being a SAR member is the camaraderie

amongst everyone in the entire organization. Our team has

members from all walks of life, and it’s quite remarkable

how we all come together to train, perform rescues, and

further assist the community in which we serve.

Favorite trail snack?

Some kind of jerky – salmon, beef, or venison.

mailto:recruitment@pnwsar.org
mailto:recruitment@pnwsar.org


The crisp air, snow-covered trails, and silent, frosted landscapes of winter offer a unique and rewarding

experience for the willing adventurer. But the beauty of the cold season comes with heightened risks.

Adequate preparation is the golden rule for safely enjoying outdoor activities like hiking, snowshoeing, or

cross-country skiing. Hypothermia and frostbite are the twin spectres that stalk winter adventurers, so follow

the tips below to avoid the perils of the cold and return home with inspirational stories to share. 

The foundation of winter prep starts with a layering system for your clothing: Start with a base layer made

of wool or synthetic material that wicks moisture away from your skin, preventing the dangerous chill that

occurs when sweat cools. Over this, wear an insulating layer (like a fleece or puffy jacket) to trap heat,

and top it with a waterproof and windproof shell. Don't neglect your extremities: bring insulated,

waterproof gloves or mittens, warm hats that cover your ears, a sturdy balaclava or neck gaiter, and

insulated / winter boots with thick liner socks.

Beyond clothing, a well-stocked pack is your lifeline. Always carry extra insulation, an emergency shelter,

fire-starting materials, navigation tools, and more than enough food and water to sustain you through an

unexpected night out. A fully charged headlamp or flashlight with extra batteries is non-negotiable for the

short daylight hours and impaired visibility during snowfall. Carry a fully charged phone plus a backup

battery or satellite communicator, and know how to use a map and compass, as GPS apps die fast in the

cold. Carry an emergency kit containing a first-aid kit, a fire starter, an emergency blanket or bivy sack,

and a whistle. Microspikes or traction devices are necessary on icy trails, and snowshoes may be needed

for traversing deep powder. And if camping overnight, bring a tent and sleeping bag in good condition

and rated at least 10–20°F colder than the lowest expected temperature. Before you leave home,

consider the adage: it's better to carry it and not need it than to need it and not have it.

Emergency supplies in your vehicle can be a lifesaver. Carry chains, snow cables, or auto socks to get

you to and from the trailhead safely. Additionally, all-terrain or all-weather tires can significantly improve

handling through inclement weather. Finally, ensure you have a roadside emergency kit with jumper

cables, a bag of sand or kitty litter for traction, a small shovel, and extra blankets and water just in case.

Remember that turn-around time is a lifesaver, not a defeat. The most important piece of equipment you'll

carry isn't in your pack or vehicle—it's the judgment to recognize when conditions demand a change in

plans. Some of the best decisions in the mountains are the ones to turn around, wait for better weather,

or choose a less ambitious objective. Winter will be there tomorrow, next weekend, next year.

Respect the season, gear up like your life depends on it (because sometimes it does), and you’ll discover that

the cold air has a way of making every breath and step feel gloriously alive. By preparing your gear and your

mindset, you can mitigate the risks and fully immerse yourself in the unique beauty that winter outdoor

activities offer. Go prepared, stay safe, and have an amazing adventure!

COLD WEATHER 
SAFETY

Handheld satellite communicators—

including SPOT and Garmin inReach

devices—and some cell phones al-

low users to communicate with the

International Emergency Response

Coordination Center (IERCC), which

can then contact local dispatch.

Utilize Handheld 
Satellite Devices

Calls to 911 go to local em-

ergency dispatch, which then

contacts PNWSAR personnel

to coordinate a rescue plan.

DO NOT call search and

rescue directly. 

Dial or Text 911

1.Provide your location first.

2.Describe the nature of the accident and

condition of the person in need.

3.Try not to move around when speaking

so that the call does not drop.

4.Unless you are in immediate danger,

stay in the same location until search

and rescue arrives.

What to Say When You Call 911 

HOW DO I CALL SEARCH AND RESCUE?



Pacific Northwest
Search and Rescue, Inc.
10776 SE Highway 212

Clackamas, Oregon
97015

pnwsar.org

We're excited to participate in the Willamette Week Give!Guide again this year. The Give!Guide is an annual

fundraising campaign supporting Portland-area nonprofits from November 1 through December 31. This platform

connects our community with local organizations making a difference, and we're proud to be part of it.

Our Goal: $30,000
This year, we've set an ambitious fundraising goal of $30,000. Every dollar raised goes directly toward essential

equipment, specialized training, and the resources our all-volunteer team needs to respond to emergencies and

bring people home safely.

Exclusive PNWSAR Donor Prizes

We're offering special incentives for donations made directly to our team: Free Sticker: Donate $30 or more anytime

during the campaign and receive a PNWSAR sticker!

Mountain Bike Oregon Pass (December 4-14): Donate $10+ and be entered to win a pass to Mountain Bike Oregon,
June 25-28, 2026. This all-inclusive three-day festival features Oakridge's best singletrack, on-site camping, bike

demos, and evenings in the beverage garden with free Deschutes Brewery beer, 2 Towns cider, and more!

Immersion Research Dry Suit Package (December 15-19): Donate $50+ for a chance to win an Operator LX Dry Suit

and Debrief Union Suit—a complete cold-water paddling setup with a retail value of $1,700!

Mount Rainier Cabin Getaway (December 29-31):
Donate $10+ and be entered to win a $200 gift card to Betsy's Cabins at Mount Rainier, plus your choice of an

Ultimate Campfire Kit or Cabin Breakfast Basket. These luxury cabins feature hot tubs, fire pits, and easy access to

Mt. Rainier National Park.

SUPPORT PNWSAR
& GIVE!GUIDE

Big Give Days = Big Prizes

Throughout December, the Give!Guide features special "Big

Give Days" with exciting donor incentives. When you donate

$10 or more on these themed days, you're automatically

entered to win prizes from local sponsors:

Big Blazers Day, 12/02 - Portland Trail Blazers
Big (Dinner) Cruise Day, 12/10 - Portland Spirit 

                                                              & The Nines Hotel
Big Groceries Day, 12/17 - New Seasons Market

Big Books Day, 12/27 - Powell's Books

Big Cool Day, 12/28 - Music Millennium, Atlas Tattoo 

                                             & Midtown Beer Garden

Big E-bike Day, 12/29 - Local bike shop

Big Culture Day, 12/30 - Local cultural institutions

How You Can Help

Scan the QR code here to visit our Give!Guide page and make

your donation today. Whether you give $10 or $100, your

support makes a real difference in our ability to serve our

community when emergencies strike.

Thank you for standing with us as we work toward our goal.

Together, we can ensure our team is ready—whenever the

call comes.

 Join Us in the 2025 Willamette Week Give!Guide Campaign

https://www.pnwsar.org/

